1855 Scottish Statutory Civil Registration

S

tatutory Registration was introduced to Scotland in January 1855, later than England and Wales where it  began in 1837. From 1855 district registrars recorded all births, marriages and deaths and sent copies of these certificates to the General Register Office in Scotland at New Register House (NRH) in Edinburgh. Indexes for the whole of Scotland are available there for each category on computer, and also online, (though not the most recent records – there is a closure period).

Information found on Scottish Certificates

The information contained in Scottish certificates of births, marriages and deaths is quite different from that in English certificates – there is much more information. This is particularly so with certificates from 1855, the first year of civil registration, they are much more detailed than subsequent years.

Birth Certificates

Include:

· Name of baby, date, time and place of birth.

· Parents’ names including the maiden name of the mother and occupation of the father.

· The date and place of the parents’ marriage is included on most certificates apart from those 1856-1860.

· The informant’s name, usually the mother or father, but could be a family member or friend. Note whether they could write and sign their name. 

· There may be a note of a corrected entry – in which case RCE  is noted with a volume and page number. One can then look up the Register of Corrected Entries.

Marriage Certificates

Include:

· Names of the bride and groom, and their status, single of married before.

· Date, place and denomination of the church, or if it was before a registrar.

· Ages of bride and groom and their occupations.

· Addresses of both at the time of their marriage.

· Details of both sets of parents and whether alive or deceased.

· The name of the officiating minister.

· The names and sometimes addresses of witnesses, who may be related.

· The 1855 certificated again give the added information of where and when the bride and groom were born and whether the birth was registered.

If a marriage ended in divorce there will be a RCE note on the side of the certificate with the volume and page number (until 1984, when there is a separate Register of Divorces).

Death Certificates

Include:

· Name of the person.

· Their occupation, marital status and name of the spouse, except between 1856-1860, when it only states whether they were single, married, widow or widower, missing off the name of the spouse.

· Date, time and place of death and the usual address if this is not where the person died.

· Parents’ names are given, including the maiden surname of the mother, father’s occupation and whether they are alive or dead.

· Cause of death.

· Informant’s name and relationship to deceased and sometimes their address.

· The burial place and undertaker’s name are given on certificates 1856-1860 only.

· 1855 certificates give the names of deceased’s children and their ages in 1855, or at the time of their death.

If there was an inquest there will be an entry in the Register of Corrected Entries – again the volume and page number stamped on the death certificate.

Although it was statutory to register all births, marriages and deaths from 1855, prior to this date records were kept in the parishes in Old Parish Registers, (OPRs). 

